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29th July 2021 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 

COVID-19 – SCHOOLS ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING PROGRAMME – ON RETURN 
TESTING 

 
I am writing to provide an update on the schools asymptomatic testing programme, and to 

ask for your support in communicating key messages about the programme to all school 
staff, and children and young people in secondary schools (and their parents/carers), ahead 
of the return from summer break. 
 
Testing prior to school return 

 
In a previous advice note on mitigations in schools and the approach to post-summer 
planning, we asked that schools provide all staff and secondary pupils with a pack of test kits 

before going on leave, which they can use to restart testing in the week prior to return. We 
are very grateful to colleagues for doing so. 
 
The Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues, which provides expert public 

health advice on mitigations in schools, has confirmed its view that all staff and secondary 
pupils should be encouraged to undertake an at-home LFD test before they return to school 
in August. 
 

We would therefore be grateful if local authorities could ensure clear communication about 
this on-return testing to school staff and secondary school students/parents/carers in the run-
up to the return to school. It would be helpful if the following key points could be incorporated 
into your communications, as appropriate: 

 
 Please test before returning to school: All school staff and secondary pupils are 

strongly encouraged to restart twice-weekly at-home LFD testing in the week prior to 
return. Ideally, please take your second weekly test either in the morning before you 

leave for your first day of school or the evening before. 
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 Please record your results: It is really important that you record your results online, 

whether positive, negative or void. This helps public health experts understand what 
levels of COVID-19 are, and can inform policy on things like mitigations in schools. 

 Benefits: Testing can help reduce the risks of COVID-19 outbreaks in schools. This, in 

turn, can help reduce the likelihood that staff or children and young people will have to 

self-isolate due to outbreaks. 
 Accessing test kits: Many schools provided test kits to staff and pupils prior to the 

summer break, which can be used for these purposes. If any staff or pupils have not 
received test kits, they can access them in a range of different ways, including ordering 

online for home delivery, or collecting kits from your nearest test site or pharmacy. They 
can also take a test at a local test site, which may be better for those who need 
assistance when testing. Further information is available at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
getting tested in Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

 
I would be very grateful if testing operational leads could reply briefly as soon as possible to 
schoolscovidtesting@gov.scot to confirm that plans are in place for communications 
covering these issues. This will allow us to provide assurance to Ministers and the Covid 

Education Recovery Group. 
 
Testing in the period immediately following the return to school 

 

Please continue to do all you can to encourage staff and secondary pupils to test twice-
weekly in the period following the return to school. This will remain an important part of the 
suite of baseline mitigations we expect to operate in schools when Scotland moves beyond 
level 0. 

 
NB: Close adherence to all school mitigations, including regular asymptomatic testing, may 

play an important role in allowing us to lift some restrictions from the start of term, with a 
view to supporting educational continuity and recovery. Details of any updates to mitigations 

in schools will be confirmed in guidance in due course. 
 
In the previous term, uptake and recording of results was lower than expected in some local 
authority areas (although survey evidence indicates that a significant proportion of secondary 

pupils may have been testing and not recording results). A one-page guidance note has 
been produced that summarises approaches that local authority colleagues have reported as 
being effective in promoting uptake. This is attached for information. 
 

The Scottish Government is working in collaboration with Young Scot to deliver two weeks of 
paid advertising across Young Scot’s social media channels (TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, 
etc) from w/c 9 August, encouraging young people to test and record results, and to check 
for the latest support and guidance on www.young.scot/coronavirus. 

 
In addition, a direct mailer pack will be sent to every secondary school in Scotland, with 
various printed assets (posters, stickers, door hangs, etc) that can be used for these 
purposes. Please do encourage schools to make use of these. We have worked closely with 

Young Scot to ensure young people themselves were involved in the design and 
development of these materials to make them as relevant and engaging as possible. 
 
In addition, survey evidence has suggested that parental influence could play an important 

role in promoting uptake, so building key messages into your regular communications with 
parents may be beneficial. 
 

http://covidtest.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/no-covid-symptoms/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/no-covid-symptoms/
mailto:schoolscovidtesting@gov.scot
http://www.young.scot/coronavirus
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Some potential barriers to testing that were identified by survey evidence were the 

discomfort of tests and the time it takes to do them and record results. To address this, we 
and the DHSC are taking the following actions: 
 

 From the start of term, after schools haved used up their current stocks of Innova test kits 

and place orders for additional test kits, they will be provided with a new type of LFD test 
kit. While very similar to the current tests, the new device involves a nasal-only swab. 
This is in response to feedback that throat swabbing can be uncomfortable for some 
users. The new types of test kit also return results more quickly, reducing the amount of 

time involved in testing. 
 
All schools can continue to order LFD test kits from here:- Apply for coronavirus test kits - 
GOV.UK (test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk). For any issues with LFD test kits or 

relating to supplies, schools and local authorities can continue to call the NSS Helpline on 
0800 008 6587 or email nss.Covid19TestingSupport@nhs.scot. 
 

 The UK Government have also updated their online reporting portal so that household 

accounts can be created. This will allow parents to record results for more than one child 
without having to re-enter data multiple times. 

 
Longer term plans for the schools/ELC asymptomatic testing programme 

 
Following an initial period of 4-6 weeks after the start of term, we intend to review the 
programme, potentially with a view to moving to a system where testing can be paused when 
prevalence is low, and reinstated on the advice of Directors of Public Health in local areas if 

there are outbreaks/spikes. Our decision on this will be guided by the evidence nearer the 
time, and will also be informed by developments in the wider testing programme. We will 
provide further details on this in due course. 
 

Thank you again for all you are doing to prepare for the new term and and respond to the 
impacts of COVID-19 on the education system. If it would be helpful to discuss any of the 
issues raised in this letter, please don’t hesitate to contact me at any time using the contact 
details at the top of this letter. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
ANDY DROUGHT 
Deputy Director for Covid Education Strategy and Recovery Division 

 

https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
mailto:nss.Covid19TestingSupport@nhs.scot

