
 

Encouraging Participation | Schools Asymptomatic Testing Programme 

Leadership: senior leadership teams clearly and regularly conveying the importance of testing 

and reporting to staff, parents and pupils helps ensure it remains a high priority. Schools have 
reported finding it helpful to work closely with strategic partners, such as local authority and local 
Public Health teams. 
 
Regular messaging: this includes joint health/education messaging to staff, pupils and parents 

about the importance of testing and recording all results. We understand many pupils and parents 
do not read letters or emails fully, so short, plain-English messages that are easy to understand 
and to translate into other languages should be considered. 

 
We have worked with NHS Inform to promote information on how to accurately take an LFD test. 
This included commissioning a video from Professor Jason Leitch with instructions on how to take 
the test. This has been translated into multiple languages including BSL, Arabic, Polish and Urdu, 

as have written instructions.  
 
Proactive follow-up with parents/pupils who are not participating: to explain the importance of 

testing and seek to understand why they are not doing so. Consider sending twice weekly 

reminders encouraging students to test and report their results. 
 
Direct communication with pupils: especially where parental consent has been received but the 

young person has not collected kits. There is lots of useful information on YoungScot | What To 

Expect From a COVID-19 Test, including a video from Dr Punam Krishan. A full toolkit of assets is 
available here. 
 
Simplify the process for pupils and parents: we understand that the use of electronic consent 

forms has been favoured by schools, parents and pupils. Guidance is available on Objective 
Connect for setting up your own GLOW form. 
 
Proactive distribution of test kits in schools: rather than simply relying on pupils and staff to 

come and get them from an office when they want them. One school reported making periodic 
announcements about the “LFD shop” being open, another handed test kits out in classes. Some 
teachers and support staff have been asking at the start of class or in registration if the pupils have 
done their tests. 
 

We have been collecting data and evidence through a number of surveys and direct engagement 
with local authorities and young people to better understand barriers to participating in the 
programme. We know that local authorities and schools are already working hard to address 
these issues, and are very grateful for all you are doing. 

 
We understand that the way schools operate varies significantly. This may mean that what works 
well in one school may not be suitable for others. However, there are some principles that have 
been applied successfully across a wide variety of schools. These include: regular clear 

communication, proactive follow up with pupils and parents, clear leadership, regular monitoring 
and support and being creative in making things easier for staff, pupils and parents. 
 
Below are examples of approaches that have worked well for schools, staff and pupils to deliver 

testing and drive up participation that you may find helpful. 
 
If your school has other examples of initiatives that have worked to increase participation in 
testing, we are keen to hear from you. Please get in touch with us via 

schoolscovidtesting@gov.scot. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zo04nV3HBEQ
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/test-and-protect/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-do-a-rapid-lateral-flow-device-lfd-test-at-home
https://young.scot/get-informed/national/what-to-expect-from-a-covid-19-test
https://young.scot/get-informed/national/what-to-expect-from-a-covid-19-test
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgd2TfVL6pk
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cee5bd0687a1500015b5a9f/t/60869f1518e9e133a280ca8d/1619435286145/SWF_YS_CovidTest_ToolkitV5.pdf
mailto:schoolscovidtesting@gov.scot

